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responsible for most of the  job 
losses.  What is interesting is the 
10 jobs lost in health care.   
 
According to the Sheriffôs press 
release, Curry Health Networkôs 
former CFO Kenneth Landau was 
arrested recently in connection 
with damages to CEO Virginia 
Razoôs residence.   
 
The Health Network website notes 
that Landau was replaced in 
November (prior to his arrest) by  
Carl Gerlach, who currently 
serves as the interim CFO. 
 
There are several job openings for 
health care providers listed on the 
networks website.  They hiring 
nurses, a pharmacist, and a MRI 
radiology tech.  A MRI machine 
was recently installed in the 
Brookings Clinic.  
 
 

 

EVENT CALENDAR 
 
 

Recurring Events 

¶ Open Hearth, 1st Tuesdayôs, 
ALH, 5:30 pm 

¶ Narcotics Anonymous, 
Tuesdayôs 7 PM, Zion L. Ch. 

¶ Sixes Grange, Every 
Wednesday 5:30 potluck, 
6:30 bingo 

¶ Taco Thursdayôs & Thrift 
Store, SR CTR, 11:45 Lunch 

¶ Langlois Lions Benefit 
Bingo,  2nd Fridayôs, Lions 
Hall, 6:30 PM 

¶ Ping Pong 2nd & 4th Fridayôs 
Senior Activity Center 

 
 

NEW EVENTS 
 

¶ 12/31: Peace Meditation 
4AM, Unity Church Bandon 

¶ 12/31:  Goodby 2015 

¶ 01/01: HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

¶ 01/01: SRFD Helmet Raffle, 
see inside page 2 

¶ 01/04: Crab Season Opens 

¶ 01/04:  GED Classes begin at 
SWOCC, 10 am 

¶ 01/07:  Master Gardener 
Classes Begin 

¶ 01/09:  Project Graduation 
Bottle Drive 11-1 pm 

¶ 01/10: SC Hospital &HC Art 
Show, opens 1 PM, 

¶ 01/16: Positive Parenting, 
Coos Bay SWOCC, 10 am 
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Crab Pots 
 
A colorful array of crab pots are 
beginning to arrive at the Port, as 
crab season is set to open on 
January 4th.  The neat rows of 
pots make for interesting photo 
opportunities. 
 
Crab Feed 
 
The local Rotary Club set the 
January 30th as the date for their 
annual Crab Feed.  The popular 
event will be held at the 
Community Building.  Tickets 
($30 each) are on sale around 
town, and from Rotarians. 
 
 
Curry Job Loss 
 
Curry Counties November payroll 
fell by 210 jobs, with 
construction, leisure & hospitality 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

Win a SRFD Helmet 
 
Donôt forget to get your tickets to 
support the Sixes River Fire 
Department in their quest to 
acquire a new fire engine.  
Drawing is New Yearôs Day. 
 
Tickets for a Duck fan or a Beaver 
Fan helmet are available at: Gold 
Beach Lumber, Langlois Market, 
or Coos Curry Supply. 
 
 
World Peace Meditation  
By Rev. Robin Haruna 
 
The Annual World Peace 
Meditation will be commemorated 
on Thursday, December 31 at 
4:00 A.M. at the Unity of Bandon 
Church.  The World Healing 
peace meditation was initiated by 
John and Jan Randolph-Price in 
1986 and has been continued as 
an annual time of prayer and 
meditation by millions of people 
of all faiths worldwide.  It is 
believed that if enough people 
join together to think and pray 
about peace and harmony, this 
will become reality for our 
planet.   This vigil for peace and 
world healing occurs at 12:00 
noon, Greenwich Mean Time 
which translates to 4:00 A.M. 
Pacific time. This ecumenical 
meditation is open to the 
community. 
 
This event will be facilitated by 
Rev. Robin Haruna, Unity of 
Bandon's minister and includes a 
candle lighting service for World 
religions.  ñThis is a unique time 
for people of the South Coast of 
Oregon to focus on peace and 
planetary healing.  From our small 
community, we can focus our 

peaceful energy and prayers for 
the spread of peace and harmony 
around the world.ò   All are 
welcome to attend.  Due to the 
early hour, dress is casual.  For 
more information call (541)347-
4696. 
 
 
Open Hearth Dinner 
By Ronn Kerr 
 
The January Rotary Open Hearth 
dinner will feature spaghetti and 
meat sauce, garlic bread, salad, 
dessert, cookies and coffee, tea, or 
milk.  This January dinner will be 
prepared and served by Saint 
Christopherôs Episcopal Church 
on Tuesday evening, January 5 
from 5:30 to 6:30 pm, at the 
American Legion Hall. 
 
Anyone who wants or needs a free 
meal is welcome to come and 
enjoy this great restaurant-style 
meal.  The Open Hearth program 
is a project of the Rotary Club of 
Port Orford in partnership with 
churches and other organizations 
in the area.  Every month, Rotary 
provides funding for food and the 
meeting place and twelve 
participating organizations rotate 
to cook and serve the meals. 
 
Currently, the organizations 
involved in the rotation are all six 
Port Orford Churches -- Zion 
Church, The Christian Center, The 
Community Church, St. 
Christopher's Episcopal Church, 
St. John's Catholic Church, and 
the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints -- as well as the 
Port Orford Co-op, the Main 
Street Organization and the Port 
Orford Arts Council, the Senior 
Center, the American Legion, the 

DEADLINE:  

Monday, NOON  
 

Please Email your Classified or 
Display Ad information 
Or call: 541 332 2750 

 

 

Email: 
beacon@portorfordoregon.com 

 

 
Letters to the Editor 

REMINDER:  250- words  
First Come/Space Available 

Must be submitted by the writer, 
include name and address.  Name & 
City will be published. 

 
 

Make checks payable to:  
Lighthousekeeper 

Mail to:  
P.O. Box 1444 

Port Orford, Oregon  97465 
 
 

Promote your business in the ñBeaconò 

Classified Ads $5.00 / 75 word Max 

 
Port Orford Beacon 
Theresia Hewitt 
Editor/Publisher 

PortOrfordBeacon.com 
Facebook.com/PortOrfordBeacon 

 

South Coast Gourmet 
Specialty Foods 

 
Domestic & Imported 
Cheeses, Charcuterie,  
Olives, Sauces, 
Mustards, Vinegars, 
Fresh Baked Goods 
Fine quality 

ingredients for your  
cooking & dining enjoyment. 

 
WednesdayðSunday  
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 
832 Oregon Street 
Port Orford, OR 97465 
Nancy Fraser, Owner 
541-253-8499 
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       Sea Breeze 

        Florist 
 

 

 

 

 

 Unique and wonderful gifts, 
garden art,  jewelry, flowers and 
plants.  All price ranges.   

We deliver! 
 

World Wide Wire Service 
Phone:                                       311 6th St. 
541 332 0445             Port Orford 

Port Orford Ocean Resource 
Team, and the Rotary Club of Port 
Orford. 
 
For more information about the 
many ways in which the Port 
Orford Rotary is ñhaving fun 
helping others,ò visit http://
www.PortOrfordRotary.org or 
http://www.FaceBook.com/
PortOrfordRotary. 
 
 
óDrive Sober or  
Get Pulled Overô 
 
Curry County, OregonðIf 
youôre enjoying the holidays with 
a drink, Curry County Sheriffôs 
Office has a message for you: 
Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over. 
Due to the increase in drunk-
driving-related fatalities around 
the holidays each year, law 
enforcement agencies across 
America will be actively 
searching for and arresting 
impaired drivers from December 
16 to January 1. They have good 
reason to: in 2013, over 10,000 
people were killed in crashes 
involving a drunk driver. In 
December 2013 alone there were 
733 people killed in crashes 
involving at least one driver or 
motorcycle operator with a blood 
alcohol concentration (BAC) 
of .08 or higher. 23 of those 
deaths occurred on Christmas 
Day. In 2014, 9,967 people were 
killed in alcohol-impaired-driving 
crashes, an average of 1 alcohol-
impaired-driving fatality every 53 
minutes. These alcohol-impaired-
driving fatalities accounted for 31 
percent of all motor vehicle traffic 
fatalities in the United States. 
Oregon accounted for 357 of those 
crash fatalities. 
 
ñItôs time for all drivers to get the 
message,ò said Field Training 

Officer, Deputy Sheriff Nat 
Hughes. ñDrunk-Impaired driving 
is a choice you make, and when 
you make that choice, people get 
hurt and/or die. Thatôs why weôre 
joining with the National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration to share the 
message: Drive Sober or Get 
Pulled Over.ò The safest way to 
get home, Deputy Hughes said, is 
to drive sober or catch a ride with 
a sober designated driver (That 
means the designated driver does 
not consume alcohol period!) If 
you plan on drinking at the 
holiday party or at a restaurant, 
hand the keys over to someone 
else ï a sober friend, a taxi or 
public transportation. Or, try 
NHTSAôs SaferRide mobile app, 
which allows users to call a taxi or 
a friend by identifying their 
location so they can be picked up. 
The app is available at http://
ow.ly/RWs3S for Android and 
http://ow.ly/RWs8h for iPhone 
users. 
 
As part of the national Drive 
Sober or Get Pulled Over 
enforcement campaign period, 
police will be increasing the 
number of patrols and using local 
media to reach out to all drivers. If 
youôre impaired by an intoxicating 
substance(s) and driving, the 
Sheriffôs Office will stop you. If 
youôre caught drinking and 
driving you will face jail time, 
fines, loss of driverôs license, 
towing fees, possible forfeiture of 
your vehicle used in the 
commission of the crime of DUII, 
reckless driving, reckless 
endangering and other DUI 
expenses, totaling $10,000 on 
average. Thatôs not a small price, 
and that doesnôt even count the 
heftier price you could pay: the 
price of your life or someone 
elseôs.  

TIDE GUIDE 

 Date Day  Time     Hgt  

31-Dec Thu 4:06 AM 6.87 H 

31-Dec Thu 10:05 AM 3.19 L 

31-Dec Thu 3:30 PM 5.8 H 

31-Dec Thu 9:55 PM 1.49 L 

1-Jan Fri 4:55 AM 6.81 H 

1-Jan Fri 11:14 AM 3.09 L 

1-Jan Fri 4:36 PM 5.26 H 

1-Jan Fri 10:44 PM 2.06 L 

2-Jan Sat 5:40 AM 6.86 H 

2-Jan Sat 12:23 PM 2.73 L 

2-Jan Sat 5:56 PM 4.9 H 

2-Jan Sat 11:33 PM 2.63 L 

3-Jan Sun 6:25 AM 6.97 H 

3-Jan Sun 1:27 PM 2.22 L 

3-Jan Sun 7:21 PM 4.83 H 

4-Jan Mon 12:28 AM 3.08 L 

4-Jan Mon 7:09 AM 7.14 H 

4-Jan Mon 2:21 PM 1.64 L 

4-Jan Mon 8:36 PM 5.0 H 

5-Jan Tue 1:25 AM 3.39 L 

5-Jan Tue 7:53 AM 7.36 H 

5-Jan Tue 3:07 PM 1.02 L 

5-Jan Tue 9:36 PM 5.31 H 

6-Jan Wed 2:20 AM 3.55 L 

6-Jan Wed 8:34 AM 7.61 H 

6-Jan Wed 3:48 PM 0.42 L 

6-Jan Wed 10:24 PM 5.64 H  

http://www.portorfordrotary.org/
http://www.portorfordrotary.org/
http://www.facebook.com/PortOrfordRotary
http://www.facebook.com/PortOrfordRotary
http://ow.ly/RWs3S
http://ow.ly/RWs3S
http://ow.ly/RWs8h
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Some people think that if they get 
pulled over for driving drunk, they 
can just refuse a breath test to 
avoid the DUI charge. ñNot true,ò 
said Deputy Hughes. ñIn most 
jurisdictions, refusing a breath test 
means going to jail, the loss of 
your driverôs license for a year 
and a trip to the hospital where 
your blood is taken without your 
consent by search warrant.ò The 
only way to truly avoid a DUI is 
to drive sober or designate a sober 
driver ahead of time. Deputy 
Hughes added that there are other 
options, such as calling a friend, 
family member, using public 
transportation, or calling a taxi. 
The cost of cab fare is nothing 
compared to a $10,000 DUI or the 
cost of someoneôs life, and the 
óinconvenienceô of not driving 
your own car home is nothing 
compared to the inconvenience of 
spending the holidays behind bars. 
 
In addition to reminding all 
drivers to drive sober, Sheriff 
Ward, Curry County is calling on 
everyone to be alert. If you see a 
suspected impaired-drunk driver 
on the road, call the police right 
away. It is ok to dial 911 for this 
emergency! If someone you know 
is about to drive after drinking, 
take their keys and help them get 
home safely. ñWeôve got to work 
together to make our roads safer 
this December and year-round.ò   
 
ñWe canôt stand to see this tragic 
loss of life again and again,ò 
added Deputy Hughes. ñThe 
hardest part of the job is making 
that house call and telling a family 
that their loved one is gone 
because someone chose to drink 
and drive. Thatôs why, leading up 
to the holidays, we will show zero 
tolerance for drunk drivers on the 
road. Please find a safe and sober 
ride home.ò  

 
Curry County residence and all 
drivers, please follow these tips to 
keep the holidays safe and happy:  
 
Even one drink can impair your 
judgment and increase the risk of 
getting arrested for driving drunk-
impairedðor worse, the risk of 
having a crash. 

 
If you will be drinking, do not 
plan on driving. Plan ahead; 
designate a sober driver before the 
party begins. 

 
If you have been drinking, do not 
drive. Call a taxi (a few of the 
local taxi services are 412-TAXI 
(412-8294) and 611-TAXI (611-
8294)), phone a sober friend or 
family member. 

  
Curry County Deputies have 
worked 11 hours of High 
Visibility Enforcement since 
December 11, 2015 looking for 
impaired drivers. They have 
arrested 1 drunk-driver, helped an 
intoxicated subject lying in the 
road to a hotel, issued 1 traffic 
citation, issued 8 traffic warnings 
and helped a stranded pedestrian 
on the highway. Remember, 
driving after drinking should 
never be an option. Drive Sober or 
Get Pulled Over. 
 

To all our friends in Port 
Orford: 
 
Thank you all for your generous 
donations of gifts and money 
toward the Children's Christmas 
Bazaar which was held recently. 
 
Close to 80 children, with the help 
of volunteers, picked out and had 
wrapped nearly 500 gifts to be 
given to their family 
members.  Not only did the kids 
have fun, but all the volunteers 
had a wonderful time 
helping.  Gifts were chosen and 
then wrapped with the help of the 
many volunteers.  They also 
helped feed the over 120 people 
who were there, keeping them 
stuffed with hot dogs, chips and 
every kind of cookie and brownie 
imaginable! 
 
Special thanks need to go to 
Rogue Credit Union and Gold 
Beach Lumber for allowing us to 
put totes in their buildings for 
collection of gifts.  Also to Trivent 
Financial for their generous 
donation of $250 towards the 
event. 
 
Thank you volunteers from the 
church, the community and those 

Letters 

A & T Myrtlewood 
A & T MYRTLEWOOD & Rock Shop 

just north of Pacific High School, east side of 101,  
Sixes, Oregon 

All types of agates ð beautiful colors, handcrafted jewelry, 
stones for wire-wrapping, winning Myrtlewood carvings, clocks, 
cribbage boards, and pine needle baskets.  Our storyteller (thatôs 

John) has three books you wonôt want to miss!   
 

See Ya! Sandie & John. 
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special "angels" from the 
Community Church, all of whom 
came out to make this event 
possible.  Hopefully, we helped 
show the children that there is joy 
in giving as well as receiving. 
 
May God bless you all in the 
coming New Year! 
 
Gail Conwell 
Port Orford Christian Center 
 
 
Editor,  
 
After weeks of heavy rains and 
high winds, the sun greeted Port 
Orford on Christmas morning for 
our joyous Christmas dinner at the 
Senior Center.  Hosted by Pat and 
Sam Ross (of Paradise Cafe fame) 
plus many other culinary experts 
in the kitchen and a cadre of 
gracious waitpersons who came 
from Port Orford and Bandon to 
contribute their Christmas Day to 
Port Orford diners. Their service 
was well organized, made us feel 
welcomed, and the Center was 
alive with the spirit of love and 
community.    
 
Tables of eight were beautifully 
decorated with red and green plaid 
table cloths, red carnations, green 
cedar boughs, silver beads, tinsel 
and candles with ceramic holly 
collars in matching 
holders.  Deviled eggs, broccoli 
salad, green salad, cranberry 
sauce, and, bread and butter were 
waiting.  Then our smiling 
waitresses and waiters welcomed 
us with a selection of 
drinks:  coffee, tea, hot chocolate 
or apple cider; and then took our 
orders from the menu of turkey, 
ham, smoked turkey, mashed 
potatoes, gravy, stuffing, creamed 
green beans, and candied sweet 

potatoes.  YUM!! 
 
Soon, our plates were empty, and 
dessert ordered from a selection of 
pies:  apple, pumpkin, pecan or a 
brownie...each topped with 
whipped cream.  What to choose, 
what to choose?  YUM many 
times over. 
 
We lingered over the table in 
various satiated states and filled 
with the grand spirit of Christmas 
ï this wonderful one and happy 

memories of the past.  Since tables 
were set in both the Center's large 
rooms and sittings continued from 
1:00pm to 4:00pm, there was a 
luxury of space and time.  As we 
left, more diners were 
arriving.  Again we exchanged 
greetings for the coming year, 
laughed together, and hugged. 
 
Over two hundred people were 
served this year and gave 
contributions to help support 
Meals on Wheels, thus sending 
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have been computerized, and this 
massive data-base can be analyzed 
to track shifts in distribution, 
seasonal irruptions of nomadic 
birds, and large scale population 
changes. When combined with 
breeding bird surveys, the effort 
provides an early warning system 
when a bird species begins to 
decline. 
 

The Coquille Valley Christmas 
Bird Count and the Coos Bay 
Christmas Bird Count are the local 
contributors to the Audubon 
Societyôs annual exercise. The 
Coquille Valley count circle 
stretches from Bandon on the 
coast all the way east to Coquille 
and  Norway Bottoms and from 
Whiskey  Run Beach on the north 
to Dew Valley Road on the south. 
Local birder Harv Schubothe 
leads the local count. 
 
The Coos Bay count was held on 
December 20th, led by Tim 
Rodenkirk. A wet morning 
eventually cleared and teams 
found 164 different bird species, 
one of the highest counts ever for 
a Christmas Bird Count in 
Oregon. 
Saturday, January 2rd, is the date 
for this yearôs count, the 18th 
count in the Coquille Valley. Last 
year, 30 observers counted 69,528 
birds, identifying 147 different 
species.  

4 X-rays 
exam, cleaning      

$79 

 
541-329-0550 

Happily Accepting New Patients! 

Dr. Andrew J. Oas, DMD General Dentist 
Crowns from $699  �z  Root Canal Therapy  �z Extractions 
Care Credit Available  �z Braces by Sierk Orthodontics��
Emergencies Welcome  �z  Same Day Treatment 

1097 Baltimore Ave. Bandon, OR 

this wonderful gift of love, 
generosity and community into 
the new year for even more 
people. 
 
Thank you, Pat and Sam and 
friends.  You are the best.  Itôs a 
Christmas we will always 
remember. 
 
Jean Shank 
 

 
Christmas Bird Count 
By Harv Schubothe 
 
Back in 1900 what became known 
as Audubon magazine suggested a 
new Yuletide recreation, who 
could count the most birds in their 
native habitat. This winter an 
estimated 60,000 people in the 
United States, Canada and 
elsewhere in the Western 
Hemisphere will take part in the 
116th annual Audubon Christmas 
Bird Count (CBC). Within count 
circles registered in advance with 
the Audubon Society, teams of 
birders will take to the field for 
fun, for tradition, and for science.  
 
Today CBC results, stretching 
back to the countôs inception, 

Those interested in joining a count 
team on January 2nd can e-mail 
ninerharv2@msn.com. They can 
also call 541-297-2342. 
 
For those who would like to help, 
but are unable to devote the day or 
are unable to get out in the field, 
there are opportunities to count 
birds in their yards or 
neighborhoods or at their feeders 
on count day at their leisure. 
Feeder counters are especially 
short in number in Coquille and 
Riverton. Those interested in 
helping in this way can again call 
541-297-2342 or e-mail 
ninerharv2@msn.com. 
 
 
Nominations Sought for 
Stateôs Poet Laureate 
 
Oregon Humanities is seeking 
nominations for the eighth Oregon 
Poet Laureate, to begin her or his 
two-year term on April 22.  
 

Oregon's Poet Laureate is an 
outstanding poet who must be 
committed to bringing poetry to a 
wide range of places and people, 
have a significant body of 
publically accessible work, agree 
to the two-year period of the 
appointment, and be prepared to 
undertake a significant cultural 
project and the public role 

Other News 


